Individualized functional priority approach to the assessment of health related quality of life in rheumatology.
Over the past several years an interest has developed in health related quality of life questionnaires that address the specific concerns of each individual rather than the entire range of potential concerns for all patients. Even disease-specific questionnaires do not capture the concerns of all individuals and some items in these questionnaires are irrelevant for a fairly large minority of people. This paper focuses on individualized functional priority questionnaires that allow patients to specify and prioritize their own personal disease related problems. Of particular interest are the scoring methods and responsiveness of these questionnaires, both necessary variables for defining minimal clinically important differences.